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T he COVID-19 pandemic has all but 

done away with St. Patrick’s Day 

parades for the time being. However, 

there is an upside to that. 

Before parades became all the fash-

ion, Irish immigrants and their descen-

dants demonstrated devotion for their 

patron saint in a more substantive and 

lasting way by building churches in his 

honor all over Connecticut.    

Today there are a dozen cities and 

towns with St. Patrick churches: Hart-

ford, Bridgeport, Norwich, Falls Vil-

lage, Collinsville, Redding, Farmington, 

Thompsonville, Roxbury, East Hamp-

ton and Waterbury.  

Connecticut Irish who wish to honor 

both their patron saint and the early 

settlers who planted their Irish faith 

and culture here might consider a day 

trip to one or more of the dozen in the 

weeks and months ahead.   

  Over the years, our historical soci-

ety has established a Connecticut Irish 

Heritage Trail. Visits along the trail can 

remind us why the Land of Steady 

Habits is also one of the most Irish 

states in the Union.  

Waterbury is a good starting point. 

Not only is its St. Patrick’s church a 

splendid structure inside and out, but  

it is also unique in that its stained-

glass windows and statues present an 

artistic biography of the fifth century 

saint who — even though not an Irish-

man himself — did so much to convert 

the Irish people to Christianity. 

Twelve huge stained-glass windows 

along the walls of the church depict 

scenes of the life of St. Patrick. The first 

portrays “Patricius” at the age of 16 

being kidnapped from his home in Ro-

man Britain by Irish pirates and car-

ried off to serfdom in Ireland. The sec-

ond depicts the escape of Patrick from 

Ireland when after six years of servi-

tude he found his way to a seaport and 

was taken on board a sailing vessel to 

Europe. Subsequent windows show his 

seven years maturing in Europe, his 

return to Ireland as a priest, his 

preaching at Tara in County Meath 

where the ancient Irish kings were 

crowned and other missionary work 

throughout Ireland.  

Over the altar of Waterbury’s St. Pat-

rick’s church are also large round 

stained-glass windows showing Pat-

rick receiving the sacraments of bap-

tism, first communion, confirmation 

and holy orders. 

In addition, numerous statues and 

other windows throughout the church 

honor a number of Irish saints: St. 

Bridget, the nun of Kildare; St. Declan 

of Ardmore, St. Erc of Slane, St. Bren-

dan, the navigator; St. Declan of Water-

ford, St. Columba or Columcille of 

Donegal, who preached the Christian 

faith in Scotland.  

 St. Patrick’s church in Waterbury 

was built in the 1880s, its cornerstone 

laid on Oct. 16, 1881, when there were 

an estimated 5,000 Irish natives in that 

city. What drew so many Irish there 

from the mid-19th century on was the 

jobs available in its booming brass in-

dustry. It is a story repeated in all the 

St. Patrick’s churches  in our state. 

Sources: The Catholic Church in the 

New England States, Vol. II, William 

Byrne and William A. Leahy, 1899. Saint 

Patrick’s Church, Waterbury, Connecti-

cut, book published by  parish in 1980. 

Pandemic squelches parades, but spirit of St. Patrick lives on  

 

St. Patrick’s church and its rectory stand on a rise on the western side of 

Waterbury. Its interior is beautifully decorated with images of Ireland’s patron 
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Enfield — Irish priests, nuns and laypersons  

T he first Mass in Enfield was cele-

brated in 1849 in the home of   

James Donovan, there being only four 

Catholic families in the village of 

Thompsonville. The Mass was said by 

Father Doherty of Springfield, which 

was just across the state border in 

Massachusetts. 

  Shortly thereafter, Father John Brady 

came up from Hartford and said Mass 

in the kitchen of a Mr. Benson. Accord-

ing to the 1850 U.S. census, this proba-

bly was James, 50, and Bridget, 49, 

both born in Ireland, and their five 

children all born in Connecticut.. Dur-

ing the 1850s, Masses were alternated 

at the Donovan and Benson homes. 

St. Patrick’s church was built in 1860  

at the corner of Pearl and Cross streets 

in Thompsonville and Fr. Bernard 

Tully became the first resident pastor. 

In the early 1870s, a house intended 

to be the parish rectory by the then 

pastor, Fr. John Cooney, was converted 

to a convent for Sisters of Mercy who 

arrived from Hartford in 1873.  

Also built at the time was a parish 

school with the nuns as the faculty. The 

school was described as having “six 

classrooms well ventilated, perfectly 

lighted and completely furnished, eight 

sisters teaching, nearly 400 children all 

in the grammar grades.”   

Source: Sacred Heart Review, Vol. 17, 

Nr. 14, April 3, 1897, Boston College 

Libraries.  

  Hartford — First church bought in 1829, St. Patrick’s built in 1849  

  

B y 1849, the Holy Trinity parish that had begun with 126 members, had more than 

1,000 parishioners and was in great need of a larger house of worship. Land was pur-

chased at the corner of Ann and Church streets, the site of today’s church. In recognition of 

the overwhelming number of parishioners of Irish descent, the new church was named in 

honor of St. Patrick. The cornerstone of the original St. Patrick’s was laid on July 1, 1850. The 

dedication was on Dec. 14, 1851. The church was gutted by fire on Jan. 23, 1875. A second 

St. Patrick’s Church was built on the same site and it too was gutted by fire in 1956, but re-

built within the walls of the previous. In the late 1800s, Catholic immigrants from Italy be-

gan to arrive in Hartford. In 1895, St. Anthony’s church was built on Talcott Street to serve 

the growing Italian community. In 1958, St. Patrick’s and St. Anthony’s were united and in 

1990 the Franciscan Order assumed the mission of conducting the merged parishes and 

looking to the needs of all the residents of the downtown area. Today,  St. Patrick–St. An-

thony Church and The Franciscan Center for Urban Ministry stand together on the site 

shown above working to  provide both spiritual and material services. The motto of the 

campus is “Open Hearts—Open Minds—Open Doors.” 

Source: History of the Catholic Church in the New England States, Vol. II, William Byrne. Online, 

Wikipedia: St. Patrick-St. Anthony Church (Hartford, Connecticut). 

St. Patrick’s church — Thompsonville 

I n 1829, Holy Trinity 

church in Hartford be-

came the first Catholic par-

ish in Connecticut, its pa-

rishioners mostly Irish im-

migrants. The building was 

erected by Episcopalians  

and named Christ Church. 

The Catholics purchased it 

and moved it to the corner 

of Talcott and Main Street. 

The deal was financed by 

Nicholas Devereux, an im-

migrant from County Wex-

ford who later donated the 

land for St. Bonaventure 

University in  Olean, NY.   
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S ome believe all the Irish immi-

grated to the big cities. Not so. In 

the mid-1800s, the Irish flocked to the 

most rural region in Connecticut, Litch-

field County. They went there for what 

they  needed most: jobs.  

A rich vein of high quality iron runs 

through that northwestern area and 

adventurers began to exploit it as early 

as  1730. An era of large-scale mining 

and industrial production began in the 

1820s. By the 1850s, forges and iron 

works were booming on both sides of 

the Housatonic River with jobs for more 

than a thousand workmen, many Irish 

immigrants with and without families 

among them.  

The Ames Iron Works alone employed 

800.  Jobs were available too at other 

smaller forges and furnaces, in the hills 

cutting trees, and on the railroad. Falls 

Village itself had three general stores 

and seven saloons. One store employed 

30 clerks and was open 24 hours a day. 

Catholic clergy followed where they 

were needed. Fr. Christopher Moore 

and Fr. Peter Kelly, who was the first 

priest ordained in Hartford, were the 

first two resident priests of St. Patrick’s 

in Falls Village in the town of Canaan, 

the first parish in the northwestern 

corner of the state. 

Fr. Kelly said the first Mass in Kent  in 

1852 and in Goshen in 1854, and mar-

ried blacksmith John Ryan and Maria 

Kelly in Warren. Both St. Patrick’s in 

Falls Village and St. Bridget’s in West 

Cornwall were built in 1854 and St. 

Columcille in Goshen in 1856. It is said 

that Fr. Kelly’s mother in Ireland sent a 

generous donation for construction of 

St. Patrick’s church. The deed to the 

church also reveals that the Falls Village 

Water Power Company granted one-

third of an acre of land to the Roman 

Catholic Church for the site of St. Pat-

rick’s.    

In 2005, the Cornwall Historical Soci-

ety and the Upper Housatonic Valley 

National Heritage Area recognized the 

historical importance of the immigrant  

story, largely Irish in Litchfield County. 

Together they initiated a St. Bridget 

History Project to uncover, preserve 

and interpret the immigrant and indus-

trial heritage in northwestern Connecti-

cut. After considerable research, the 

project produced A Walking Tour of  St. 

Bridget Parish. Walking is italicized in 

the title because in fact touring to its 

sites requires a motor vehicle.    

Sources: National Register of Historic 

Places, Falls Village CT. History of the 

Catholic Church in the New England 

States. St. Bridget Marks 150 Years, by 

Kathyrn Boughton. Online, A Walking 

Tour of St. Bridget Parish.   

… And St. Patrick’s all over again 

St. Bridget’s church  — Cornwall 

 

Litchfield County — St. Patrick’s, St. Bridget’s, St. Columcille’s … 

St. Patrick’s church, Roxbury 

F or decades in the 1800s, Catholics in the town of Roxbury on the southern border 

of Litchfield County were without a place of worship of their own. Mass was said 

by visiting priests in various places: Roxbury’s Town Hall, a hallway up over Tyrrell’s 

General Store at Roxbury Station,  in the charitable Methodist church and for 13 years 

in the farmhouse of Michael and Margaret Pickett, both natives of Ireland.  

It was not until Sunday, July 4, 1886, that 125 parishioners enjoyed the luxury of 

their own new church. Most of them were said to be “Irish immigrants who worked on 

the railroad and in the stone quarries and later became farmers.”  

Mining was again a factor. In the mid-1700s, a silver mine was opened on Mine Hill. 

Later a vein of spathic iron, used in the production of steel, was discovered and  gran-

ite quarries which provided building material for the blast furnace and for such fa-

mous structures as the Brooklyn Bridge and Grand Central Terminal in New York. 

Today Roxbury’s St. Patrick’s church is teamed with Our Lady of Perpetual Help in 

Washington Depot..  

Source: Roxbury Place-Name Stories, by Jeannine Green, 2010.   
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N orwich’s historian wrote in 1866: 

“In 1824, the population of the 

town was about 4,000. Of these only 

one person was known to be of Irish 

birth. This was Edward Murphy … The 

Irish population alone now amounts to 

4,000.” Her comment is evidence of  the 

tidal wave of Irish immigration and the 

growth of the Catholic faith in eastern 

Connecticut in that era.  

By 1831, Fr. James Fitton, a mission-

ary priest of the Boston diocese, was 

visiting Norwich in his trips through 

Connecticut, saying Mass in the homes 

of Irish immigrants. One of the first 

records of his visits was the baptism on 

May 15,  1836, of Catherine, the daugh-

ter of John and Eleanor Connolly.   

The Norwich & Worcester railroad 

was being built at that time.  Fitton told 

of saying Mass “in shanties or in 

groves” along the route and began 

planning for the first Catholic church in 

Norwich, St. Mary’s, which was dedi-

cated on St. Patrick’s Day 1845. 

The arrival of even more Irish immi-

grants during the time of the famine in 

Ireland in the late 1840s and the in-

crease in the second and third genera-

tions led to plans for a new parish in 

1868. The pastor of St. Patrick’s church 

was Fr. Daniel Mullen. A native of 

County Antrim, he had served as the 

first chaplain of the state’s Irish outfit 

in the Civil War, the 9th Connecticut 

Infantry. 

The property chosen was on Broad-

way because of “beautiful surround-

ings, and  being so near the center of 

the scattered parish” which extended 

from  Yantic on the north to Thames-

ville on the south and west, and 

Greenville and a portion of Preston on 

the east. 

  In April 1871, “the men of the con-

gregation, preceded by a band of music, 

with horses and carts, shovels and 

picks … marched to the site … and com-

menced the work of evacuation.” Con-

struction dragged on determinedly but 

slowly. Fr. Mullen died in  1878. His 

successor, Fr. P. Shahan, celebrated the 

first Mass on March 17, 1879.    

In 1953, the archdiocese of Hartford 

was split. Two new dioceses created 

were in Bridgeport, including all of 

Fairfield County, and in Norwich, in-

cluding Middlesex, New London, Wind-

ham and Tolland counties. St. Patrick’s 

is the diocesan  cathedral. 

Sources: History of Norwich, Frances 

Caulkins, 1866. The Catholic Church in 

New London County — St. Patrick’s Cathedral 

 Mystic —  High Street became Irish Hill 

A  shore village 

in which 600 

vessels were built 

between 1784 and 

1919, drew enough 

Irish immigrants in 

the 1800s to have 

its High Street be-

come more gener-

ally known as “Irish 

Hill.” Typical of the newcomers in 1852 

were four Donahue brothers, their 

families and their mother, all at once.  

 Irish residents went to Stonington 

for Sunday Mass until 1870 when they 

purchased a church building occupied 

by the town’s Methodists. The building 

was refurbished and named in honor 

of St. Patrick. 

  Distances being 

more of an obsta-

cle in those days,  

the dedication  of 

the parish and its 

first confirmation 

were held on the 

same day — Oct. 

30, 1870. The 

town’s newspaper reported, “At 9 

o’clock Father James Reynolds at the 

head of about 130 children awaiting 

confirmation along with the laity and 

spectators went out to meet Bishop 

Francis McFarland at the top of the hill 

on the Stonington side.” 

The parish proved stable, celebrating 

its 150th birthday in 2020. 

Despite its small size of only 4,000, 

the village has had a St. Patrick’s pa-

rade  for the past 19 years. The parade 

was called off this year, but is being 

replaced with  an “Irish 5K Road Race.” 

For a $20 entrance fee, participants 

can “Run/Walk this route anytime the 

week of March 17 to 21, 2010.” Pro-

ceeds will go to the Groton Park & Rec 

and Mystic Irish Parade committee.  

For non-runners and walkers, St. Pat-

rick’s parish is offering a “delicious 

corned beef & cabbage dinner, to go.” 

Sources: The Catholic Church in the New 

England States, Vol. II. Mystic River 

Press, April 3, 1997.    

 Cathedral of St. Patrick — Norwich  

St. Patrick’s Church — Mystic 
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T he devotion to the 

only other St. Pat-

rick’s church in Fairfield 

County stands out in the 

first sentence of the pref-

ace of a parish history 

written in 1980.  

Father John Conlisk, the 

pastor at the time, wrote: 

“Catholics have resided 

in Redding since before 

the Civil War, and have 

worshipped in the little 

church on the Ridge since 

1880.” 

The church was celebrating its cen-

tennial in 1980 and after another 40 

years, it remains much beloved as a 

place of prayer and re-

newal. 

   What drew many Irish 

refugees to Redding Ridge 

was the opportunity for 

jobs on the railroad being  

laid out to link Norwalk to 

Danbury, and for work as 

farmhands in the district. 

  As early as 1855, priests 

at St. Peter’s Church in 

Danbury came to Redding 

once a month to say Mass 

in Lodge Hall, or the Town 

Hall in adjacent Ridgefield, or in the 

homes of parishioners. 

In 1879, one successful Irish farmer, 

Patrick MacDonald, provided a tract of 

land for a church in Redding that would 

be a mission of Ridgefield. The 25 Irish 

families contributed what money they 

could along with their labor as masons 

and carpenters and their teams of 

horses for hauling stone. The first Mass 

at St. Patrick church in Redding was 

celebrated on Sunday, Feb 1, 1880.  

Patrick McDonald donated additional 

land in 1894 and the church was 

enlarged. In 1944, Isabelle, Mac-

Donald’s daughter, donated two more 

acres of land that made room for a 

parking lot and eventually a church 

hall. 

Source: History of St. Patrick Church, 

1880-1980, from One Hundred Years, by 

Margaret Wixted, John V. Horgan, Paul 

Fairfield County — St. Augustine and St. Patrick team up  

‘The little church on the Redding Ridge since 1880’ 

 

St. Patrick’s — Redding 

S t. Augustine Cathedral 

and St. Patrick Church, 

work as a team in the dio-

cese and city of Bridgeport. 

The diocese was formed in 

1953 when Connecticut was 

split into three dioceses. The 

Bridgeport Diocese includes 

57 parishes throughout Fair-

field County. 

 St. Augustine parish was 

founded in 1842. The cor-

nerstone of the present ca-

thedral was laid in 1865, the 

final year of the Civil War. It 

was dedicated on St. Pat-

rick’s Day in 1868 as the flagship of Catholicism in the city.    

St. Patrick parish was split off from St. Augustine parish in 

May 1889 so that a church would be nearby to the increasing 

Catholic population in the North End of Bridgeport. Con-

struction began in 1890 on St. Patrick’s.  

The first soil was dug from the site, which is bounded by 

three streets, on May 3, 1890, and the cornerstone was laid 

on Aug. 3 that year. Mass was celebrated for the first time on 

Dec. 3 in the just completed church basement.  

  The church was designed to seat 1,000 and even after 130 

years it makes an impressive 

sight for motorists on I-95. 

   During the early years of 

the 20th century,  Bridgeport 

had become a booming in-

dustrial city with 500 facto-

ries and a multiethnic popu-

lation of Italians, Scandinavi-

ans, Jewish people, Canadi-

ans, French and Germans 

and still more Irish. In the 

latter years of the 20th cen-

tury, people of African and 

Spanish descent arrived in 

large numbers.  To serve  the 

many different parishioners, 

St. Augustine’s and St. Patrick’s provide Masses in an almost 

unbelievable five languages: English, Spanish, Igbo/Nigerian, 

Vietnamese and Latin. The two parishes are truly examples 

of a universal church. Their motto on their homepage reads:  

“Building bridges between the Lord and His Church.”  

Sources: Online homepages of St. Augustine Cathedral and St. 

Patrick Church. The Catholic Church in the New England 

States, Vol II,  William Byrne & William Augustine Leahy, 1899.  

History of the Diocese of Hartford, James O’Donnell, 1900. 

  

      St. Augustine Cathedral                         St. Patrick Church 
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B eginning in the 1830s, the 

town of East Hampton  be-

came known as the “bell town” 

of the nation. Thirty companies 

flourished producing everything 

from dinner bells to cowbells to 

church bells. One result was the 

town attracted many Irish immi-

grants.  

In 1857, Fr. Patrick Creighton,  

pastor of St. Andrew’s church 10 

miles away in Colchester, began 

making regular visits to East 

Hampton. The first place he said Mass 

was the home of William Wall. The 

1860 census shows three Irish Wall 

families in East Hampton, and in each 

family there were members working 

for the bell companies. In 1865, another 

Irish laborer, Patrick O’Connell, deeded 

to the Diocese of Hartford the half acre 

of land on which St. Patrick’s Church 

was built. The church opened in 1869 

and had to be enlarged in 1878.  

Meanwhile, Moodus, a village in 

nearby East Haddam town, became the 

“Twine Capital of America.” Many Irish, 

both female and male, found work in 

the cotton and rope mills. Just a few of 

them taken from the 1870 census re-

turns include: Charles Conway, Joanne 

Shea, Jane Dunn, Michael Quin-

lan,  Abby, Bridget and Michael 

Mccarty, Mary, Catherine, Mi-

chael and Jeremiah Oneil.  

  Fr. Creighton said Mass once a 

month in Moodus and bought 

another tract for $165. His suc-

cessor, Fr. James McCarton built 

a church in 1867. With a St. Pat-

rick’s already nearby, he named 

it for St. Bridget of Kildare.  

Today, St. Patrick’s and St. 

Bridget’s are linked together in 

one parish. and utilizing online technol-

ogy to aid parishioners. For the years 

2020 and 2021, according to a parish 

bulletin, “We are launching a new web-

based program offering flexibility and 

faith enriching opportunities.” 

Source: The Diocese of Hartford,  James 

O’Donnell, 1900.  

Hartford County —  Collinsville began with a snowstorm  

D uring a wintry night in 1842, Fr. 

John Brady, a native of County 

Cavan, found himself snowbound in the 

village of Collinsville far from his home 

in Hartford. The next morning, he cele-

brated the Mass in the village, probably 

in the home of one of the Irish immi-

grants who had found employment at 

the booming Collins axe factory.  

     In 1848, Fr. Luke Daly, another 

Cavan man, was appointed pastor in 

New Britain with responsibility for the 

Catholics in surrounding towns. Daly 

was among many young priests who 

attended the All Hallows Seminary in 

Drumcondra, County Dublin.  The 

seminary opened in 1842 just before 

the Great Hunger, and many of its 

graduates became missionaries in the 

United States and elsewhere where 

there was a great demand for clergy-

men. After he built St. Mary’s church in 

New Britain, Daly turned his attention 

to Collinsville and within two years 

was able to build St. Patrick’s church 

there.  

He had some good help. The architect  

of St. Patrick’s was Patrick Keely, the 

Tipperary native who became famous 

for designing 600 Catholic churches in 

the United States and Canada. Locally, 

Peter Myers from County Clare was an 

axe factory worker but was able to ne-

gotiate with Samuel Collins, owner of 

the axe company. Collins agreed to do-

nate $150 for purchase of the land for 

the church and made arrangements for 

carting the lumber and stone to the 

construction site.  

Myers was known for his physical 

strength. In 1843, an item in a New 

York City newspaper reported that he   

“carried in a common wheel-barrow … 

1,742 pounds of bar iron ... being only  

258 pounds less than one ton.”   

Many other Irishmen working at the 

axe plant also contributed money and 

muscle for construction of the church. 

On Aug. 22, 1852, Bernard O’Reilly, 

second bishop of the Hartford Diocese, 

dedicated the new church.  

Source: The Diocese of  Hartford, James 

O’Donnell, 1900. New York Freeman’s 

St. Patrick Church — Collinsville St. Patrick’s Church — Collinsville 

Middlesex County — St. Patrick and St. Bridget of Kildare 

  St. Patrick’s — East Hampton       St. Bridget’s — Moodus  
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S t. Patrick’s Church in Farmington is 

an example of the staying power of 

the Catholic faith and of the patron 

saint, not only in the Emerald Isle itself 

but in the far-flung Irish diaspora 

throughout the world.  

The first Mass in Farmington was 

celebrated in the 1850s 

during and because of the 

headlong flight from Ire-

land in the wake of the 

Great Hunger. The cele-

brant himself was a young 

immigrant, Fr. Luke Daly 

who in 1848 had been ap-

pointed the pastor of New 

Britain with the extra task 

of servicing the spiritual 

needs of Catholics in outly-

ing towns.  

As was necessary at that 

time when there were few 

Catholic churches in the state, Mass 

frequently was in the homes of parish-

ioners. But parishioners were more 

likely to be boarders than homeowners. 

In Farmington in the 1850s, Rosanna 

Skelly, 37 years old, was a domestic 

servant and Joseph McKey, 60, a la-

borer, boarding  and working for W. 

Fisher Gay, a farmer whose real estate 

was valued at $12,000 and personal 

wealth at $8,000.  

Another farmer, Abner Bidwell, with 

real estate also valued at $12,000, had 

three Irish boarders: laborer Patrick 

Purcell, 47. and domestic servants, 

Ellen Purcell  and Mary Ann Griffin.  

Farmer John Norton, 65, had just one  

Irish farmhand, John Reilly, 25, but  

four Irish female servants, Mary Dorr, 

20, Margaret Dorr, 26, Julia Daly, 17, 

and Eliza Lawrence, 16.    

The Irishman in whose Farmington 

home the first Mass was celebrated was 

John Flood, who was born in Ireland in 

1824, immigrated in 1850 and settled 

in Farmington. Five years later, a McCa-

hill family immigrated from Ireland to 

Farmington. In 1862, Ann McCahill and 

John Flood were married. John, who 

had worked as a peddler, later pros-

pered as a farmer with four acres of 

land, 20 cows, four pigs and 50 chick-

ens. He and Ann also prospered with 

seven children. By 1900, five of the 

boys were working as farmhands.    

John died at the age of 79 in 1903 and 

Ann died the next year. Both are buried 

in St. Joseph’s Cemetery in nearby 

Plainville. 

Over the years, St. Patrick’s Church 

prospered. After years of traipsing to 

Plainville for Mass, parishioners agreed 

to have Fr. Patrick Duggett search for a 

building in Farmington to convert to a 

church. In 1870, he bought an old 

building that had served as a clock shop 

on Farmington Avenue and it became 

St. Patrick’s church.  

In 1918, the church was replaced 

with a temporary basement church 

constructed on Main Street. Using field-

stone donated from stone walls and 

local farm fields, the new St Patrick’s  

was completed and dedicated on June 

11, 1922.  

 One of the pews in that church has a 

brass plaque reading “Misses Bouvier.” 

It was donated by the future Mrs. John 

F. Kennedy and her sister in the 1940s 

when they were attending Miss Por-

ter’s School in Farmington. 

  Now, the parishioners of St. Patrick’s 

continue to look to the future. A few 

years ago, they decided to fulfill a 

dream they had nurtured 

for 30 years: construc-

tion of a parish center 

and renovation of their  

church, by now almost a 

century old. 

  They explained: “Under 

the leadership of Father 

Thomas Barry and with a 

strong core of lay leader-

ship among the Building 

Committee, the Finance 

Committee and the Par-

ish Council, the people of 

St. Patrick’s identified 

the needs and designed a plan that 

would meet those needs for genera-

tions to come. With the approval  of the 

Archdiocese of Hartford, the parish was 

able to secure approval from the local 

Historical Commission and the Farm-

ington Zoning Board … 

“In preparation to celebrate its 100th 

anniversary in 2022, St Patrick’s con-

ducted a capital campaign to build the 

Parish Center as we renovate the 

church and convert the parish hall into 

classes and meeting rooms … with 

$300,000 already committed to the 

project and with $1.2 million in the 

building fund, the parish set out to 

raise upwards of $3 million to address 

the remaining costs. St Patrick’s has 

since exceeded the campaign goal ...” 

Sources: History of the Diocese of Hart-

ford, James O’Donnell, 1900. Online, His-

toric Buildings of Connecticut, St. Pat-

rick’s Church, Farmington. 

 

   Farmington — St. Patrick’s parish prepares for a second century 

 

       St. Patrick’s Church — Farmington 
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“We have kept faith 

 with the past;  

we have handed 

 a tradition 

 to the future.” 

 Padraic Pearse 

O ne prayer we Connecticut Irish certainly share on St. Patrick’s Day 2021, is 

for an end to COVID-19 which has taken so many lives and caused such sor-

row. When the day does arrive that we are free again to  travel, it would be nice to 

visit one more St. Patrick’s Church. The right one may not be a massive cathedral, 

but the simple brick church with a gabled roof and a square tower that sits atop a 

hill overlooking the beautiful Damariscotta River on the Maine coast. That St. Pat-

rick’s is the oldest Catholic Church extant in New England. It was built 214 years 

ago and dedicated on July 17, 1808. There were then about 200 Catholics in the 

area.  Much of the credit is due to two Irishmen — James Kavanagh and Matthew 

Cottrill — who arrived in Boston at the time of the American Revolution. In the 

1790s, they moved to Maine and prospered as shipbuilders. In thanks, they hired 

an Irishman, Nicolas Codd, to design a new St. Patrick’s. It is thought the altar may 

have been imported from France. The bell in the tower is one of 93 still existing 

that were manufactured by Paul Revere and his son Joseph. The church sits a bit off 

the beaten track standing on the old road from Newcastle to Damariscotta Mills. 

Mass is usually at  11 a.m. Sunday, 12 noon Wednesday and Friday, 4 p.m. Saturday. 

  Sources: The Catholic Church in Maine, William L. Lucey, S.J, 1957. National Register 

of Historic Places, Lincoln, Maine. www.acadiannationalpark.com/midcoast.  
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